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Report to: Meeting of the Trustees of the Gilstrap and WE Knight Charities: 22 
June 2026 

 

Clerk to the Trustees: Francesca Whyley, Monitoring Officer and Clerk to the Board of 
Trustees 

 

Lead Officer: Helen Brandham, Democratic Services Officer 
 

Report Summary 

Report Title Appointment of Chair of the Board of Trustees 

Purpose of Report 
To appoint a Chair of the Board of Trustees for the 2026/2027 
Municipal Year. 

Recommendations 
That the Board of Trustees appoint a Chair for the 2026/2027 
Municipal Year from the appointed voting members. 

Reason for 
Recommendations 

To ensure that the Board has a Chair in place for the 2026/2027 
municipal year. 

 

1.0 Background 
 

1.1 At the meeting of Annual Council held on 19 May 2026, the membership of the 
Board of Trustees to the Gilstrap and WE Knight Charities was confirmed.  
However, the role of Chair was not allocated and was left for the Board to 
determine who should assume the role for the 2026/2028 municipal year. 
 

2.0 Proposal 
 

2.1 It is proposed that the Board consider who they would wish to assume the role of 
Chair from the voting members appointed, as listed below: 
 
Councillors: 
Irene Brown 
Simon Haynes 
Michelle Home 
Jack Kellas 
Paul Taylor 
 

3.0 Implications 
In writing this report and in putting forward recommendations, officers have 
considered the following implications: Data Protection; Digital & Cyber Security; 
Equality & Diversity; Financial; Human Resources; Human Rights; Legal; 
Safeguarding & Sustainability and where appropriate they have made reference to 
these implications and added suitable expert comment where appropriate.  
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Implications Considered 
Yes – relevant and included / NA – not applicable 

Financial NA  Equality & Diversity NA  

Human Resources NA  Human Rights NA  

Legal NA  Data Protection NA  

Digital & Cyber Security NA  Safeguarding NA  

Sustainability NA  Crime & Disorder NA  

LGR NA  Tenant Consultation NA  
 

 

Background Papers and Published Documents 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the 
documents listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of 
the Local Government Act 1972.  
 
None 
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NEWARK AND SHERWOOD DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Trustee Board of the Gilstrap and William Edward Knight 
Charities held in the Civic Suite, Castle House, Great North Road, Newark NG24 1BY on 
Tuesday, 24 June 2025 at 6.00 pm. 
 

PRESENT:  Councillor S Haynes, Councillor I Brown and Councillor P Taylor 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Councillor R Cozens, Councillor S Crosby, Councillor D Moore and 
Councillor N Ross 
 

APOLOGIES FOR 
ABSENCE: 

Councillor A Amer (Chair) and Councillor J Kellas 

 

1 ELECTION OF CHAIR FOR THE MEETING 
 

 Due to the apology for absence of the Board Chair, Members were asked to nominate 
a Chair for this meeting. 
 
AGREED (unanimously) that Councillor P Taylor be appointed Chair for this meeting 

only. 
 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 
 

 The Clerk to the Trustees advised the Board regarding conflicts of interests and 
advised Members that Agenda Items 8 and 9 on the agenda both related to 
transactions with Newark Town Council.  The Clerk’s advice was for voting Members 
who were also Town Councillors to refrain from voting on Agenda Item 8 – Application 
for Grant Funding – Newark Cultural Consortium, as the applicant was Newark Town 
Council. 
 
The Chair proposed and Councillor S Haynes seconded a motion to allow a non-voting 
Member, Councillor R Cozens to vote on Agenda Item No. 8 – Application for Grant 
Funding – Newark Cultural Consortium, as the Board felt that the application had 
been submitted some months previous and a decision was needed. 
 
AGREED: (unanimously) that Councillor R Cozens be allowed as a non-voting 

Member to vote on Agenda Item No. 8 – Application for Grant Funding – 
Newark Cultural Consortium. 

 
NOTED: that: 
 

a) Councillor R Cozens, non-voting Member – declared a non-
registrable interest regarding Agenda No. 7 – Application for Grant 
Funding – Friends of Newark Castle and  Victorian Gardens as she 
was the Portfolio Holder for Heritage, Culture and the Arts; 

 
b) the following voting Members declared non-registrable interests 

regarding Agenda No. 8 – Application for Grant Funding – Newark 
Cultural Consortium, as elected Members of Newark Town Council. 
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Councillor I Brown  
Councillor P Taylor 

 
c) the following non-voting Members declared an interest in Agenda 

Item No. 8 - Application for Grant Funding – Newark Cultural 
Consortium, as elected Members of Newark Town Council. 
 
Councillor S Crosby 
Councillor D Moore 
Councillor N Ross 

 
3 DECLARATION OF INTENTION TO RECORD THE MEETING 

 
 The Chair advised the Board that the meeting was being recorded and streamed 

online in accordance with usual practice. 
 

4 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 27 FEBRUARY 2024 
 

 Minute No. 52 – Application for Grant Funding – The Free Football Club – A Member 
felt that the wording was not accurate, as the application was not declined, Members 
requested that the applicant submit further information in support of the application. 
 
The Clerk to the Trustees, informed the Board that the applicant was approached for 
further information, but no further information was forwarded to the Council. 
 
AGREED that subject to the amendment removing the wording “that the 

application be declined”, the minutes of the meeting held on 27 February 
2024 were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

 
5 TRUST ACCOUNTS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024 

 
 The Board considered the report of the Assistant Business Manager Financial Services 

which presented to the Trustees the financial accounts for the W.E. Knight Trust and 
the Gilstrap Endowment Fund for the financial year ended 31 March 2024. 
 
The financial performance figures for W.E. Knight were provided in the report.  As per 
previous reports W.E. Knight had allocated the majority of its fund to the Newark 
R&M Cricket Club in respect of their Ground Development Project. Therefore, the 
charity currently only had a minimum balance remaining. 
 
The Gilstrap charity received an annual income of £43,000 from leasing the Gilstrap 
building in Newark. As of 31 March 2024, the charity held a bank balance of £311,307 
and investments valued at £145,277. This resulted in a total of £456,584 available for 
allocation, with no current commitments to future projects or grant funding. 
 
It was a fnction of the Board to receive the annual accounts of the charities.  The W.E. 
Knight Charity would be closed; a report would be brought to a future Board Meeting. 
 

AGREED (unanimously) that the financial accounts for the year ended 31 March 
2024 be noted. 

 Agenda Page 7



6 APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING - FRIENDS OF NEWARK CASTLE & VICTORIAN 
GARDENS 
 

 The Committee considered an application for grant funding from the Friends of 
Newark Castle & Victorian Gardens, for a project to support the promotion of 
education and understanding of one of Newark’s most significant historic buildings 
and to tie together the historic landscape of the town.  An amount of £50,000 was 
sought and information on the project was included in the report.  
 
Members whilst considering the application did not disagree that this was not a good 
project, they however felt that there was not enough detailed information to satisfy 
them that this was good value for money. They asked for the associated costs and 
what element the Board were being asked to fund.  They also asked that the Friends 
of Newark Castle & Victorian Gardens be invited to the future Board meeting to 
present their application.    It was therefore proposed that the application be deferred 
pending further information and a meeting be arranged no later than September 
2025. 
 
A Member asked that the statement of income of £98,000 be removed from the 
application as it appeared mis-leading.  The Clerk to the Trustees confirmed that this 
could not be removed from the application but would be noted in the minutes. 
 
AGREED (unanimously) that: 
 

a) a meeting of the Board be arranged no later than September 2025; 
 

b) the application for funding of £50,000 be deferred in order for 
detailed information regarding how the funding would be spent to 
be submitted to a future Board meeting; and  

 
c) the Friends of Newark Castle & Victorian Gardens be invited to the 

future Board meeting to present their application. 
 

7 APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDING - NEWARK CULTURAL CONSORTIUM 
 

 The Committee considered an application for grant funding from the Newark Cultural 
Consortium, for a project to promote education and understanding of historic 
buildings and Newark’s history which would benefit Newark’s Community.  An 
amount of £10,000 was sought and information on the project was included in the 
report.  
 
Councillor R Cozens as non-voting Member was given permission by the Board 
Members as detailed in Minute No. 2 above, to vote on this application. 
 
Having declared non-registrable interests Councillors I Brown and P Taylor did not 
take part in the debate or vote.   
 
Members felt that the application was in line with the criteria to reflect the Gilstrap 
Charity’s purpose and objectives.  
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AGREED (with 2 votes for) that the application for funding of £10,000 be granted to 
the Newark Cultural Consortium. 

 
8 LAND OFF CEDAR AVENUE LINCOLN ROAD - VERBAL REPORT 

 
 The Committee considered a verbal update on progress with the land off Cedar 

Avenue/Lincoln Road Newark and potential disposal to Newark Town Council. The 
Clerk explained that this was a long ongoing matter. For transparency an update was 
being provided as matters had not progressed sufficiently to bring a report moving 
things forward. 
 
The Commission had two main issues it needed to satisfy itself on. The first was 
around managing conflicts of interest; the external advice received was that Town 
Councillors should declare an interest and refrain from voting on this matter going 
forward.  
 
The second was how the Council as Trustee would further the objects of the charity 
going forward, for example by investing the proceeds of sale for income generation.  
 
The Clerk was working with external advisors to answer all the Commission’s 
questions and would bring a report to the next meeting of the Board.  
 
The Clerk advised that with the Board’s current makeup there would be only two 
voting members for any decision on this matter. As with the earlier item on the 
agenda, the Board could resolve to give non-voting Members a vote for the meeting. 
Another alternative was to look at appointing some independent Board Members. 
 

9 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

 AGREED that the next meeting take place no later than September 2025. 
 

 
Meeting closed at 6.50 pm. 
 
 
 
Chairman 
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Report to: Meeting of the Trustees of the Gilstrap & WE Knight Charities – 22 
June 2026  

 

Clerk to the Trustees: Fran Whyley, Clerk to the Trustees and Monitoring Officer 
 

Lead Officer: Andrew Snape, Assistant Business Manager Financial Services 
 

Report Summary 

Report Title 
Trust Audited Accounts for the Financial Year Ended 31 March 
2025 and Draft Accounts for the Financial Year Ended 31 March 
2026 

Purpose of Report 
To present to the Trustees the financial accounts for the Gilstrap 
Endowment Fund for the financial year ended 31 March 2025 and 
31 March 2026. 

Recommendations 

That the Trustees note: 

a) the audited financial accounts for the year ended 31 March 
2025; and 

b) the draft financial accounts for the year ended 31 March 2026 
prior to submission to the auditors. 

 

1.0 Background  
 
1.1 The District Council is the Trustee for two charities, William Edward Knight Charity and 

the Gilstrap Charity.  The main asset held by the Charity is the Gilstrap building in 
Newark which was leased to Nottinghamshire County Council from April 2013.   

 
2.0 Items for Consideration – Audited Annual Accounts to end of March 2025 and Draft 

Annual Accounts to end of March 2026 
 
2.1 Due to the scheduling of Trustee meetings, and the March meeting being solely 

focused on grant application considerations, this report covers both the annual 
accounts for the financial years ending March 2025 and March 2026. 

 
2.2 The audited accounts for the Gilstrap Charity for the financial year ending March 2025 

are attached at Appendix A. The Charity receives £43,000 per annum from the lease 
of the Gilstrap building in Newark. As at 31 March 2025, the Charity held a bank 
balance of £348,132 and investments valued at £148,426. 

 

2.3 The accounts for the year ending March 2025 were audited in January 2026, with no 
amendments required. They were subsequently submitted to the Charity Commission 
on 30 January 2026. 
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2.4 Draft accounts for the financial year ending March 2026 are attached at Appendix B. 
The Charity continues to receive annual lease income of £43,000. As at 31 March 2026, 
the bank balance stood at £385,337, with investments valued at £151,128. At this 
date, a total of £461,716 is held in uncommitted reserves and is available for future 
approved grant applications. 

 
2.5 As the Gilstrap Charity has an annual income exceeding the £25,000 threshold, its 

accounts require an independent examiner’s report. Accordingly, the accounts at 
Appendix B will be submitted to the auditors for verification in line with national 
deadlines. 

 
2.6 Management and administration charges remain consistent with the terms outlined 

in the Service Level Agreement with the Council. 
 
2.7 As noted in previous reports, W.E. Knight has allocated the majority of its funds to the 

Newark R&M Cricket Club for their Ground Development Project. Consequently, the 
Charity currently has a remaining balance of £1,228. 

 
3.0 Implications 

In writing this report and in putting forward recommendations, officers have 
considered the following implications: Data Protection; Digital & Cyber Security; 
Equality & Diversity; Financial; Human Resources; Human Rights; Legal; Safeguarding 
& Sustainability and where appropriate they have made reference to these 
implications and added suitable expert comment where appropriate.  
 

Implications Considered 
Yes – relevant and included / NA – not applicable 

Financial NA Equality & Diversity NA 

Human Resources NA Human Rights NA 

Legal NA Data Protection NA 

Digital & Cyber Security NA Safeguarding NA 

Sustainability NA Crime & Disorder NA 

LGR NA Tenant Consultation NA 

 
 
Background Papers and Published Documents 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the documents 
listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of the Local 
Government Act 1972.  
 
None 
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CHARITY NUMBER: 528226 (England and Wales)

For the Year Ended 31 March 2025

Audited Financial Statements

The Gilstrap Charity

Appendix A
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THE GILSTRAP CHARITY    (Registration Number 528226)
Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 March 2025

ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS - YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2023

The Gilstrap endowment consists of three permanently endowed charities:-
A   The Gilstrap Free Library               26th July 1883
B   William Gilstrap 1897 
C   Major MacRae Gilstrap 27th November 1899

Created for the purpose of establishing a Library to be vested in the Newark Corporation and to provide financial assistance
towards the salaries and expenses of such Library.

ANNUAL REPORT

The accounts in respect of the Endowment were maintained by Nottinghamshire County Council until 31st March 1987 when
Newark and Sherwood District Council took over as Trustees consequent upon the County Council acquiring a new site for a
Central Library.

The District Council has agreed a new scheme of administration which has been sealed by the Charity Commissioners on the
28th August 1990 and applies the income of the Endowment to the upkeep and use of the Gilstrap building.

In previous financial years Newark and Sherwood District Council have supported the Trust by both making a contribution in
respect of any deficit and directly meeting expenditure items from its own budget. A review of the financial situation was
undertaken in 2011/2012 and the conclusion reached that all Trust expenditure should be charged direct to the Trust in order
to give a true and fair view of the Trust's finances.  

On 8 March 2013 the scheme of administration was updated to allow the trustees to lease the Gilstrap building to
Nottinghamshire County Council. The resulting income to be used in accordance with the provisions of the charity. The lease
commenced on 1st April 2013.

Appendix A
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Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of the Gilstrap Trust

I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31st March 2025 which are set out on pages 3-4

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not
required for this year (under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an independent examination is
needed.

It is my responsibility to:
examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act;
to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commissioners (under section 145(5)(b) of
the Charities1993 Act); and
to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner’s statement

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity Commissioners. An examination
includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those
records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the
trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in
an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 'true and fair' view and the report is
limited to those matters set out in the statement below.

Independent examiner’s statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements
- to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; and
- to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting requirements of the
Charities Act
have not been met; or
2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be
reached.

Name:        Philip Lazenby                                                                                       Date :            23rd January 2026
Relevant professional qualification or body: ACCA
Address: TIAA Ltd, Artillery House, Fort Fareham, Newgate Lane, Fareham PO14 1AH

Appendix A
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THE GILSTRAP CHARITY    (Registration Number 528226)
Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 March 2025

Year Ended Year Ended Year Ended Year Ended
31-Mar-25 31-Mar-24 31-Mar-23 31-Mar-22

£p £p £p £p
Income
Investment Interest 3,150.02             2,840.36              1,420.53            712.23               
Lease income 43,000.00           43,000.00            43,000.00          43,000.00          
Total Income 46,150.02           45,840.36            44,420.53          43,712.23          

Expenditure
Castle Exhibition 5,930.00            
Educational Events
Chestnut Avenue Unlawful Occupation
Land Valuation
King John Re-enactment
Grant Aid Support 2,002.20              1,918.00            
Catering and Refreshament
Legal advice on disposal of property 508.00                 2,798.00            
Advertising
Contractual Services
Miscellaneous Items 410.40
Bank Charges 245.00 274.40 187.00 247.00
Audit Fees
Financial Services 3,610.00             3,370.00              2,550.00            2,480.00            
Corporate Management Team 1,200.00             1,150.00              1,100.00            1,100.00            
Committee Support 710.00                 680.00                 680.00                680.00               
Total Expenditure 6,175.40 7,984.60 7,315.00 12,355.00

Surplus / Deficit(-) on Income less Expenditure 39,974.62 37,855.76 37,105.53 31,357.23

Other Comprehensive Income and Expenditure

Revaluation on Fixed Asset

Total Comprehensive Income for the year 39,974.62 37,855.76 37,105.53 31,357.23

Surplus brought forward 314,218.40 276,362.64 239,257.11 207,899.88

In year Surplus / Deficit (-) 39,974.62 37,855.76 37,105.53 31,357.23

Surplus carried forward 354,193.02 314,218.40 276,362.64 239,257.11

REVENUE ACCOUNT

Appendix A
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Year Ended Year Ended Year Ended Year Ended
31-Mar-25 31-Mar-24 31-Mar-23 31-Mar-22

£p £p £p £p

Current Assets/Liabilities
  Fixed Assets 45,000.00 45,000.00 45,000.00 45,000.00
  Investments 148,426.75 145,276.73 142,436.37 141,015.84
  Bank 348,132.21 311,307.61 276,432.21 241,352.31
  Debtor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
  Creditor (10,750.00) (10,750.00) (10,890.00) (11,495.10)

530,808.96 490,834.34 452,978.58 415,873.05
Source of Funds
  Revenue surplus 350,694.02 310,719.40 272,863.64 235,757.11
  Capital surplus 3,499.00 3,499.00 3,499.00 3,500.00
  Endowment Fund 131,615.94 131,615.94 131,615.94 131,615.94
  Revaluation Reserve 45,000.00 45,000.00 45,000.00 45,000.00

530,808.96 490,834.34 452,978.58 415,873.05
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

ANDREW SNAPE
Andrew Snape
Assistant Business Manager
Financial Services
December 2025

BALANCE SHEET

Appendix A
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CHARITY NUMBER: 528226 (England and Wales)

For the Year Ended 31 March 2026

Unaudited Financial Statements

The Gilstrap Charity

Appendix B

Agenda Page 17



THE GILSTRAP CHARITY    (Registration Number 528226)
Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 March 2026

ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS - YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2026

The Gilstrap endowment consists of three permanently endowed charities:-
 A   The Gilstrap Free Library  26th July 1883
 B   William Gilstrap          1897 
 C   Major MacRae Gilstrap     27th November 1899

Created for the purpose of establishing a Library to be vested in the Newark Corporation and to provide financial assistance
towards the salaries and expenses of such Library.

ANNUAL REPORT

The accounts in respect of the Endowment were maintained by Nottinghamshire County Council until 31st March 1987 when
Newark and Sherwood District Council took over as Trustees consequent upon the County Council acquiring a new site for a
Central Library.

The District Council has agreed a new scheme of administration which has been sealed by the Charity Commissioners on the
28th August 1990 and applies the income of the Endowment to the upkeep and use of the Gilstrap building.

In previous financial years Newark and Sherwood District Council have supported the Trust by both making a contribution in
respect of any deficit and directly meeting expenditure items from its own budget. A review of the financial situation was
undertaken in 2011/2012 and the conclusion reached that all Trust expenditure should be charged direct to the Trust in order
to give a true and fair view of the Trust's finances.  

On 8 March 2013 the scheme of administration was updated to allow the trustees to lease the Gilstrap building to
Nottinghamshire County Council. The resulting income to be used in accordance with the provisions of the charity. The lease
commenced on 1st April 2013.

Appendix B
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AUDITORS REPORT TO BE INSERTED WHEN COMPLETE
Appendix B
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THE GILSTRAP CHARITY    (Registration Number 528226)
Financial Statements

For the Year Ended 31 March 2026

Year Ended Year Ended Year Ended Year Ended
31-Mar-26 31-Mar-25 31-Mar-24 31-Mar-23

£p £p £p £p
Income
Investment Interest 2,702.03  3,150.02  2,840.36  1,420.53 
Lease income 43,000.00   43,000.00   43,000.00    43,000.00 
Total Income 45,702.03   46,150.02   45,840.36   44,420.53  

Expenditure
Castle Exhibition
Educational Events
Chestnut Avenue Unlawful Occupation
Land Valuation
King John Re-enactment
Grant Aid Support 2,002.20  
Catering and Refreshament
Legal advice on disposal of property 508.00   2,798.00  
Advertising
Contractual Services
Miscellaneous Items 0.00 410.40
Bank Charges 185.00 245.00 274.40 187.00
Audit Fees
Financial Services 3,670.00  3,610.00  3,370.00  2,550.00  
Corporate Management Team 1,220.00  1,200.00  1,150.00  1,100.00  
Committee Support 720.00  710.00  680.00   680.00   
Total Expenditure 5,795.00 6,175.40 7,984.60 7,315.00

Surplus / Deficit(-) on Income less Expenditure 39,907.03 39,974.62 37,855.76 37,105.53

Other Comprehensive Income and Expenditure

Revaluation on Fixed Asset

Total Comprehensive Income for the year 39,907.03 39,974.62 37,855.76 37,105.53

Surplus brought forward 354,193.02 314,218.40 276,362.64 239,257.11

In year Surplus / Deficit (-) 39,907.03 39,974.62 37,855.76 37,105.53

Surplus carried forward 394,100.05 354,193.02 314,218.40 276,362.64

REVENUE ACCOUNT

Appendix B
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Year Ended Year Ended Year Ended Year Ended
31-Mar-26 31-Mar-25 31-Mar-24 31-Mar-23

£p £p £p £p

Current Assets/Liabilities
  Fixed Assets 45,000.00 45,000.00 45,000.00 45,000.00
  Investments 151,128.78 148,426.75 145,276.73 142,436.37
  Bank 385,337.21 348,132.21 311,307.61 276,432.21
  Debtor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
  Creditor -10,750.00 -10,750.00 -10,750.00 -10,890.00

570,715.99 530,808.96 490,834.34 452,978.58
Source of Funds
  Committed Reserve 64,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
  Uncommitted Reserve 461,715.99 485,808.96 445,834.34 407,978.58
  Revaluation Reserve 45,000.00 45,000.00 45,000.00 45,000.00

570,715.99 530,808.96 490,834.34 452,978.58
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Andrew Snape
Assistant Business Manager
Financial Services
June 2026

BALANCE SHEET

Appendix B
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Report to: Meeting of the Trustees of the Gilstrap and WE Knight Charities: 22 
June 2026 

 

Clerk to the Trustees: Fran Whyley, Clerk to the Trustees and Monitoring Officer 
 

Lead Officer: Helen Brandham – Democratic Services Officer 
 

Report Summary 

Report Title Applications for Funding from the Gilstrap Charity 

Purpose of Report 
For the Board of Trustees to consider the applications made to 
the Gilstrap Charity for grant funding. 

Recommendations 

That the Board of Trustees consider and determine the 
applications received from: 

a) Friends of National Civil War Centre – Newark Museum; and 

b) Assemble Church. 

 

1.0 Background 
 

1.1 In 2017, the Trustee Board refreshed and approved a funding criteria for grant aid 
support from the Gilstrap Charity.  The Charity’s Scheme has been amended a 
number of times in recent years, firstly when Nottinghamshire County Council 
(NCC) built a library in Newark (thereby obviating the need for the original use of 
the Gilstrap Building as a library) and secondly when the Gilstrap building had been 
leased to NCC for use as the Registrar’s office.  However, whilst the objectives have 
been reviewed over the years, the original concept has been reaffirmed with 
emphasis on education and promoting knowledge of the history of Newark. 
 

1.2 The current approved criteria are listed below: 
 

2.1.1 Preference will be given to funding applications which promote education 
and understanding of historic buildings within Newark and the history of 
Newark generally to reflect the original Trust purposes. 

2.1.2 Funding applications will be required to demonstrate a direct benefit to the 
community of Newark or a section/s of that community (eg projects involving 
local schools). 

2.1.3 Applicants will be required to provide full details of any match funding or 
third-party funding. 

 

1.3 It should be noted that the area of benefit for the Charity, whilst previously 
defined as the area of the former borough of Newark, was amended when the 
Scheme was last reviewed in 2013 to cover the parish of Newark. 
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1.4 A copy of the background information that is included on the Charity’s website 
concerning how potential grant applications will be considered is attached to this 
report as Appendix A.  Applicants are requested to complete a pro-forma 
application form that gives full details of their project, its objectives, budget and 
other funding secured. 
 

2.0 Applications Received 
 

2.1 Friends National Civil War Centre – Newark Museum 
 

2.1.1 Attached as Appendix B to this report is an application for funding from Friends 
National Civil War Centre – Newark Museum (FNCWC-NM) who are seeking the 
following: 
 

£5,000 Parliamentary Proceedings Manuscript c1652; and 
£500 towards the purchase of 2 laptops 
 

2.1.2 As can be seen from the application form, the objectives of the FNCWC-NM are to 
promote, assist and improve the National Civil War Centre – Newark Museum by 
raising funds and providing financial support, and by raising the public’s awareness 
of the museum and assisting with museum activities as agreed with management 
and staff.   
 

2.1.3 It is intended that the funding will enable the purchase of rare manuscripts and 
additional laptops for use in the Wolfson Library within the NCWC-NM.  The 
manuscripts are described as rare and unique contemporary Civil War literature 
that may otherwise be sold to a private buyer.   
 

2.2 Assemble Church, Barnbygate, Newark 
 

2.2.1 Attached as Appendix C to this report is an application for funding from the 
Assemble Church who are seeking the following: 
 

£8,087 contribution towards auditorium chairs and kitchen refit 
 

2.2.3 As can be seen from the application form and supplementary information, the 
Assemble Church’s mission is to make the Kingdom of God more accessible to the 
people of Newark.   
 

2.2.4 The Assemble Church has recently purchased 13-15 Barnbygate and the funding 
request is to assist with making it a more attractive place to worship God and for 
community groups to meet.  They wish to make it a venue of choice for live music, 
theatre and performing arts events, especially for organisations based in Newark.  
Full details can be read in the supplementary information. 
 

3.0 Gilstrap Charity Monies 
 

3.1 As previously referred to earlier on in the Agenda, Agenda Item No. 6 – Trust 
Audited and Draft Accounts, the current monies available for applications as at 11 
June 2026 are: 
 

Overall Monies £515,715 
Monies Committed £54,000 
Available Balance £461,715 
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4.0 Implications 
In writing this report and in putting forward recommendations, officers have 
considered the following implications: Data Protection; Digital & Cyber Security; 
Equality & Diversity; Financial; Human Resources; Human Rights; Legal; 
Safeguarding & Sustainability and where appropriate they have made reference to 
these implications and added suitable expert comment where appropriate.  

 

  

Implications Considered 
Yes – relevant and included / NA – not applicable 

Financial Y Equality & Diversity NA 

Human Resources NA Human Rights NA 

Legal Y Data Protection NA 

Digital & Cyber Security NA Safeguarding NA 

Sustainability NA Crime & Disorder NA 

LGR NA Tenant Consultation NA 
 

 

 Financial Implications 
 

4.1 As noted in paragraph 3.1, there is currently £461,715 available to support future 
projects or grant applications. If the applications listed above, totalling £13,587, 
are approved, the remaining balance will decrease to £448,128. 
 

 Legal Implications 
 

4.2 Any agreement to allocate funding must align with the charities criteria and any 
agreed allocation will be subject to the conditions of grant detailed at Appendix A. 
 
The Board must act in the best interests of the Charity as distinct from the best 
interests of Newark & Sherwood District Council or any other body when making 
decisions. 
 

Background Papers and Published Documents 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the 
documents listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of 
the Local Government Act 1972.  
 
None 
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APPENDIX A 

APPLICATION FOR GRANT AID SUPPORT - GILSTRAP CHARITY 
 
Background Information 
 
Newark & Sherwood District Council is the Sole Trustee of the Gilstrap Charity.  It has established a 
Trustee Board comprising 5 elected members of the Council, one of whom must be a local member 
for the area of benefit of the Charity, to manage the Charity on its behalf. 
 
The Charity has established a funding pot with the express purpose of inviting funding applications 
for projects, events and initiatives which reflect the Charity’s purposes and objectives. 
 
Any application for funding must demonstrate benefit to the inhabitants of Newark. 
 
The Trustees have indicated that they are more likely to view applications favourably where they 
meet some or all of the following criteria:- 
 
(i) Applications which will promote education and understanding of historic buildings and the 

history of Newark generally. 
(ii) Applications which can demonstrate a benefit to the community of Newark or a section or 

sections of that community. 
(iii) Applications where match funding has already been obtained or is likely to be committed. 
(iv) Applications which can demonstrate sustainable benefits. 
 
Application Process 
 
Completed application forms should be returned to: 
 

The Clerk to the Gilstrap Charity 
Castle House 
Great North Road 
Newark 
Notts. NG24 1BY 

 
You will be contacted if further information is needed but are advised to include as much 
information as possible within the grant application. 
 
You will be advised of the outcome following the meeting. 
 
Grants will not be awarded retrospectively. 
 
Conditions of Grant 
 
1. Approval must be sought for any changes to the submitted project outline. 
2. If any grant awarded is surplus to requirements this should be returned to the Charity. 
3. If funding is awarded the applicant will be required to provide progress reports to the Trustees 

and a post event/project evaluation report. 
4. The applicant will ensure that all necessary licences and consents are obtained. 
5. The grant must be spent within 12 months of being awarded. 
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